21st December 2017
Dear Members, Supporters & Subscribers
Great to see a few new faces at our recent AGM and some new faces on the
Committee for 2018.
The 2018 Farming for Kids Committee was elected as follows:
• President - Charles Hill
• Vice Presidents - Ian Carter & Lindsay Maybury
• Treasurer - Les Brown
• Secretary - Jackie Crossing
• Committee - Sally Alden, David Brownhill, Marilyn Carter, Adam Davis, Jaine
Gulliver, Rob Lewis, Jim McDonald, Scott McInnes, Nick Rees
• Public Officer - Philip Bolton, Forsyths
• Publicity - Sally Alden
While Mick Cudmore is retiring from the Committee we know he will continue to be a
valued supporter of Farming for Kids especially when it comes to hands on farming
operations. Thank you Mick for all your work for Farming for Kids.

For your interest please see below the President's Report to the 2017 AGM.
Farming for Kids
2017 Annual General Meeting
President’s Report
Welcome to the 2017 Annual General Meeting for Farming for Kids
2017 has seen Farming for Kids achieve some great outcomes due to the generous
work and commitment given by many volunteers and benefactors.
We were able to produce another sorghum crop, albeit in a very difficult year. Whilst
the production dropped 17%, our income remained similar to 2016 due to the
marketing prowess of Agracom. The total sorghum income was $39026.00.
Many thanks to our farming volunteers Peter Slade, Bob Sipple, the Dalton Family,
Ian Redgrove, Merrilong Pastoral, Ian Carter, Mick Cudmore, Grayson Gulliver,
Lyndsay Maybury, Andrew Pursehouse, the Bailey Family and Scott McInnes for
their crucial help.
FFK has been able to operate, again this year, relatively free of costs due to the
ongoing support of Rabo Bank, Nu-Rural, AMPS Commercial, Pursehouse Rural,
Forsyths, Graincorp and all of our volunteers.
This year we have distributed over $27,000 in grants throughout the local area. FFK
has given to individuals, schools, sporting clubs, healthcare operators and assisted
at field days. We also supported the School Cookoff at the 2017 Quirindi Show
which was a popular and fun event.

A focus for us this year has been to engage with other local organisations. One
result of this was our involvement with Rotary in the Joan Carpenter Scholarship.
This very engaging concert displayed the musical talents of local students and was a
credit to all participants. We continue to develop these partnerships with Quota,
Probus and the CWA.
The website (www.farmingforkids.org) is developing into a fantastic front door due to
the persistence and hard work by Jackie Crossing. The site has become user
friendly and the content is regularly updated. The site is also creeping up the search
lists. Our harvest media this year touched in excess of 30,000 people, thanks to
Sally Alden. A short movie about FFK will soon be uploaded to the site. This movie
is the prize for FFK achieving the Northern Inland Innovation Award for Community
Service for 2017. A great acknowledgement for all our wonderful supporters.
We are constantly learning how best to help in the community, changing and
developing our guidelines to better assist kids.
An example of this has been the development of the FFK Agricultural Scholarship
which was presented at the recent Quirindi High School Speech Day. This
scholarship runs for 5 years to assist the recipient in their agricultural pursuits from
year eleven onwards. I must mention the massive amount of work done by Mally
Carter and Rob Lewis in getting this up and running.
We are currently developing our guidelines to better distribute funds. These will be
finalised in the new year and the result will be an improved application and grant
process.
Many thanks go to the committee for their time and effort to make all this happen and
a special thanks to Jackie Crossing who does a mountain of work behind the scenes.
Finally, congratulations to everyone involved, have a happy and safe Christmas and
New Year.
Charles Hill
President

Testimonial
Werris Creek Public School
I just wanted to provide you with an update on our project and how things are
travelling late in the year.
We have purchased 10 new Laptops for the school which are being used for
research projects and to connect the students to more global information.
Our Future focused furniture has been purchased and arrived and looks fantastic.
This space allows students to collaborate on projects and classwork and provides
them the chance to apply 21st Century learning skills across the curriculum. The
garden looks fantastic and with some empty Shuttles we are teaching the students
about Wicker garden beds and how to be more sustainable with water and natural
resources. The Garden club has expanded from 6 students to 22 in the past 2
months due to the new plants and garden beds we have. With some of the money
we purchased 5 new chickens and the most marked impact this has had is on 1
young student who came to us from a Behaviour Disorder class in Cowra. He had an

attendance rate of 42% when he arrived and that trend was continuing. We
purchased the chickens and named one after him and told him it was his
responsibility to look after it each day. Since that day 4 weeks ago he has missed 1
day of school and the chickens are thriving (despite the fact that they are constantly
handled) He has said that the only reason he comes is so that Taylor (chicken) gets
fed each day but the flow on effects in his learning and behaviour are amazing. He
has gone from a level 0 reading to a level 5 in 4 weeks because we can provide
Reading Recovery each day that he is present. Without this grant we don't know if
this outcome would have been able to take place.
The kitchen is fully functional and has been used to provide Morning Tea for our
Volunteers Morning tea and was used on the day Emma Downey came out to take
photos. We have 4 classes that now participate in weekly cooking lessons using
some produce from our gardens. Again this has provided students an output that
they would have not otherwise got and is teaching them valuable life lessons and
skills.
From myself and the Werris Creek Public School community we would like to thank
you and your organisation for your kind donation. These fantastic outcomes would
not have been possible without your support. Your organisation should be extremely
proud of the opportunities you provided to local students. It does make a difference.
Thankyou
David Lewis
Relieving Principal
Werris Creek Public School

Please see below an extract from Sally Alden's article in the Quirindi Advocate on
29th November about the Northern Inland Innovation Award referred to by Charles in
his President's Report ...
The Liverpool Plains region featured strongly in the recent Northern Inland
Innovations Awards held in Armidale last Friday night with five finalist nominations
from the shire resulting in two wins, two final five spots and a Highly Commended
award.
Local charity ‘Farming for Kids’ operated by a small group of dedicated volunteers
won the Innovative Community Contribution award.
Nick Pearce, Head of Relationship
Management for Rabobank, Armidale,
a sponsor of the charity, collected the
prize on behalf of ‘Farming for Kids’ from
NSW Minister for Tourism and Major
Events and the Assistant Minister for
Skills, Adam Marshall.

“We are delighted to receive the award as our project may inspire other farmers in
different areas to set up a charity based on our operations. Our overall objective is to
benefit the health and well-being of children in our shire and we would like to thank
all of our supporters, sponsors and helpers, we couldn’t operate without you,” said
the group’s President, Charles Hill.

The Northern Inland Innovations Awards are an annual awards program aimed at
recognising and encouraging businesses, individuals and organisations, who are
responsible for developing some of this nation’s leading innovative products and
approaches across a broad range of industry sectors.
Farming for Kids movie stars - click below for the link to see what happens when
you think you are turning up for a chat with Northern Inland Innovation Award
organisers ...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNd7O5MPnhc

More on the Farming for Kids Agricultural scholarship from the Quirindi High School
Newsletter - Monday 11th December 2017
In a unique partnership, Liverpool Plains charity, ‘Farming for Kids’ and Quirindi High
School have combined to promote and enhance the future of Agriculture in the
region. The charity and the Quirindi High School, a leader in Agricultural Education,
are pleased to announce Casey Clarke was awarded the prestigious $5,000
scholarship.

Marilyn Carter on behalf of Farming
for Kids with scholarship recipient
Casey Clarke and Quirindi High
School Principal Ian Worley

Seeking a career in an Agricultural pathway, it is Casey’s goal to pursue a career as
an Agricultural Teacher. “I am passionate about Agriculture and have learnt so much
from my school and my Ag teachers. It’s my goal to give back to others through
Agricultural Education,” said the elated student. The first annual scholarship was

presented by ‘Farming for Kids’ representative, Mally Carter at the school’s recent
Awards Day to the Year 10 student. “All applicants were very impressive, it was a
difficult decision for the panel of three judges to determine the recipient. It is inspiring
to see so many young students interested in pursuing a career in Agriculture,” said
Mally. The scholarship is designed to support students attending Quirindi High
School to gain the skills necessary to become active members of the agricultural
community. Farming for Kids is a volunteer group committed to supporting the health
and well-being of children in the Liverpool Plains Shire. The group raises funds by
growing, harvesting and selling crops grown on land leased from the Liverpool Plains
Shire Council, near the Quirindi Airport. “We are leaders in Agricultural Education
and with the generous support of local charity Farming for Kids we can now offer our
students a pathway to achieving their goals to gain qualifications or employment in
the Agricultural industry,” said Principal Ian Worley.

And just in case you didn't see our Christmas message in the Advocate ...

With best wishes from the Farming for Kids Committee
email: info@farmingforkids.org
www.farmingforkids.org

