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Donations
With all the loose ends wrapped up from last year’s successful crop
and Melbourne Cup function at the hangar, the Farming For Kids
committee have been fine-tuning the structure and intent of the
charity, as well making the first of many donations in the community.
The group identified that deciding where proceeds would be placed
should be a consultative community process and that there would be
an emphasis on kids’ physical, mental and emotional wellbeing. Key
stakeholders in children’s wellbeing in our area have been approached
and their suggestions considered.
The first donation was made last month, to fund a Mental Health First
Aid course at Quirindi High School. The funding enabled the school to
purchase the training and materials needed to implement this valuable
course. It can now be delivered in an ongoing manner, making the
donation all the more valuable.
The Mental Health First Aid course is for students in Years 10 to 12. It
teaches them how to provide mental health first aid to their friends
and identify problems they might be experiencing themselves. The
course was developed in response to research indicating that young
people often prefer to share problems with their peers. The course
also reflects the growing awareness in our society of the power of
preventative approaches for wellbeing, as well as the positive
measures people can take when problems do arise in life. Other
ancillary courses may be funded by this donation in line with these
values.

Pictured: Sally Chad, vice-principal of Quirindi High School and Meghanne Clarke,
principal of Quirindi High School, with Charles Hill, Ian Carter and Les Brown from
Farming For Kids.

Another donation will also shortly be made to Quirindi Primary School
in support of their successful Paddock to Plate program. With guidance
from some very passionate teachers, Year 4 children grow, harvest and
cook food at the school, having an enormous amount of fun along the
way. In the process, the children learn about the pleasure and value of
eating well, where food comes from and how to prepare it. Maths and
science are embedded in the program, creating an environment for
hands-on learning. The school has reported that the Paddock to Plate
program has fostered strong student engagement across the board,
and has been especially valuable for kids who are experiencing
learning and behavioural issues. The funding will be put towards the
extension of the kitchen so that class sizes can increase and other
year groups can participate, as well as structural improvements in the
garden. Farming for Kids are very proud to be able to contribute to its
on going success.
The committee has made funding applications available for the public,
with notices appearing in the Quirindi Advocate and in school
newsletters across the Liverpool Plains district. Submissions for
funding are accepted on a yearly basis, with this round closing on July
31. People can email farming4kids@gmail.com to request an
application form or contact us through Facebook/Farming For Kids.

Presentations
Jaine Gulliver and Charles Hill presented Joe Hallman from Agracom
and Tony Fitzgerald from Killara Feedlot with framed, signed and
engraved photos of the harvest to show the committee’s appreciation
for their help with the marketing and purchasing of the grain.

The Men’s Shed in Quirindi invited some lucky committee members
down for lunch in ‘the shed’ - marinated venison beautifully prepared
by Tony Easton. The members used this opportunity to present The
Men’s Shed with Certificates of Appreciation for donating handmade
timber bowls and platters for use at the Melbourne Cup Lunch. These
were then sold with the proceeds going to Farming For Kids.

The committee members also took
time to tour Heritage Village and try
their hand in The Shed!

We can also report that there’s been some nice rain on the land by the
airstrip and the boys will spray soon to keep the land clear for
cultivation. The next run will be a sorghum crop this summer.

A quick reminder…
As members you are more than welcome to contribute information,
advice, opinions, time, services - anything you think that might add to
the success of the organisation. We are still very much in the recruiting
phase of our membership, so if you know of anyone who would like to
be a member, please encourage them to join. Remember you can find
us on Facebook/ Farming 4 Kids Inc.
Please note that subscriptions are due. Please see the form attached
for completion and payment details.

